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FRAME 
WORKS 

TIME 
SPAN 

UNIT OF STUDY SAMPLE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENTS 

SAMPLE CROSS- 
CURRICULAR 

CONNECTIONS 
2, 3, 5, 8 Week 1  - Getting acquainted with the Guitar: 

Handling and Maintenance 
-Chord Reading 
-Terms 

- Listening 
- Instructor Demonstrations and 
Student Demonstrations 
- Practice 
 
 

-Quiz/Test  Writing connection 
to Language Arts 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk 2 - 3 - “D” progression 
- Values of Notes and Rests in musical 
notation 
- “A” progression 

- Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 

- Quiz 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

Reading 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk 4  - Melodies in first position 
- Musical Notation 
- Physical skill of playing first 
position 
- Mental skill of learning reading 
musical notation 

- Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 

-Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

- History 
- Oral presentations 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk 5 - Rhythm studies 
- “E” progression and “Em” 
progression 

- Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 

-Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

- History 
- Oral presentations 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk 6 - Reading and playing basic scales and 
melodies 
- “Am” and “C” progressions 

- Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 

- Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

-Writing 
-History 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wks 7 - 8 - Trios - Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 

- Quiz/Test 
- Group performance of 
trio 

- History 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk 9  - Key Signatures - Listening - Listening - History 



 
The Massachusetts PreK–12 Standards for Music: 

 
Through music education students become fluent in the language of music as artistic, intellectual, and cultural expression. Performing, creating, 
and responding to music provide means for development and growth. Learning to read and notate music opens for students the limitless body of 
musical styles, forms, and repertoire, and allows them to see what they hear and hear what they see. Fluency in music brings understanding of 
contemporary and historical cultures, as well as self-knowledge. Music includes forms such as folk, popular, band and orchestral music, gospel 
music and oratorio, jazz, opera, and musical theatre.  

1. Singing. Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  

2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation.  

- Major Scales  -Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wk  10  - Individual Song Choice for 
performance assessment 

- Listening 
- Student choices for song analysis 
 

-Final Exam 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

- History 

2, 3, 5, 8 Wks 11 -
13 

- Arpeggios - Student choices for song analysis -Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

 

2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 

Wk 14 – 
15 

- Barre Chords - Student choices for song analysis -Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

 

2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 

Wk 16 - Tablature - Student choices for song analysis -Quiz/Test 
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

 

2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 

Wk 17 -
20 

- Blues 
- Ensemble playing 
- Research on Guitarists 
- Preparing Final performance 
assessment 

- Student choices for song analysis - Rubric for 
performance 
- Writing Rubric  
- Presentation of song 
analysis 

 



3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied repertoire of music.  
4. Improvisation and Composition. Students will improvise, compose, and arrange music.  
5. Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their own music and the music of others using appropriate music vocabulary. When 
appropriate, students will connect their analysis to interpretation and evaluation.  

Connections Strands: 
 
6. Purposes and Meanings in the Arts. Students will describe the purposes for which works of dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and architecture 
were and are created, and, when appropriate, interpret their meanings. 
7. Roles of Artists in Communities. Students will describe the roles of artists, patrons, cultural organizations, and arts institutions in societies of 
the past and present. 
8. Concepts of Style, Stylistic Influence, and Stylistic Change. Students will demonstrate their understanding of styles, stylistic influence, and 
stylistic change by identifying when and where art works were created, and by analyzing characteristic features of art works from various 
historical periods, cultures, and genres.  
9. Inventions, Technologies, and the Arts. Students will describe and analyze how performing and visual artists use and have used materials, 
inventions, and technologies in their work.  
10. Interdisciplinary Connections. Students will apply their knowledge of the arts to the study of English language arts, foreign languages, 
health, history and social science, mathematics, and science and technology/engineering.  
 
 


